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eat for some time. At first the captain of the ship
said that the Governor of New England insisted
upon the Abnaquis driving away the french mission-
aries, and that he would give them some of his own
nation. ‘‘ We will do nothing of the kind,” the
Abnaquis captains at once replied. ‘‘ You may try
to make us pray as you do, but you will not suc-
ceed.” The proposal made by the English irritated
them to such an extent that they answered that
the English must quit their country; that they would
never suffer them to settle there; that, of their own
free will, they had given themselves to the great
captain of the French, and that they acknowledged
him alone. The English, moreover, have treated
them badly; for, in spite of their word pledged on
several occasions, they have for three years detained
two Abnaquis, through whom they have withdrawn
more than thirty English from the hands of those
savages, by always promising to give up those who
were demanded of them; and, nevertheless, they
have not yet done so. It must also be admitted, on
the other hand, that the Abnaquis, irritated by this
treachery, have captured and killed many of the
English people.

The english captain showed me much attention,
and even invited me on board his ship; but I was
careful not to place myself in his hands by doing so.
Had I done this, I think that I would not have seen
my beloved Mission again for a long time. I con-
tented myself with writing him a letter of thanks. I
am about to leave for Quebec, with some of our
savages, to report to Monsieur the Governor what
passed during that interview with the English.

I have just arrived from Quebec, after paying my



